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U)oors  will  open  on  the  20th  Anniversary  Convention  of  the 
GSNA  at  1PM  on  Thursday,  June  15.  This  year's  Convention 
is  held  at  the  South  Jersey  Expo  Center  in  Pennsauken,  NJ. 
The  location  is  about  fifteen  minutes  from  Philadelphia  and  an 
hour  and  fifteen  minutes  from  New  York  City  via  the  NJ 
Turnpike.  Directions  to  the  Expo  Center  are  on  the  inside  front 
cover  of  this  Journal,  and  also  are  included  in  our  President's 
Message. 

Making  the  trip  to  Pennsauken  this  year  will  be  a 
rewarding  adventure  for  you.  A  sold-out  bourse  of  dealers 
from  all  across  the  country  will  have  coins  available  for  every 
numismatic  specialty,  including  U.S.,  Foreign,  Ancient, 
Tokens  &  Medals,  Paper  Money,  and  Phone  Cards!  Your 
GSNA  Board  and  Show  Chairman  Harry  Garrison  have 
managed  a  show  especially  for  collectors  and  numismatists. 
There  will  be  noted  speakers  and  a  Young  Numismatists 
Program  on  Saturday,  there  will  be  meetings  of  numismatic 
clubs  with  speakers  of  note,  and  admission  to  it  all  is  still 
FREE.  See  you  in  Pennsauken  for  this  major  numismatic 
event:  the  20th  Anniversary  Convention  of  our  GSNA! 
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The 


Garden  State  Numismatic  Association 

inc. 

presents 

A  Major  Numismatic  Event 

The  Garden  State  Numismatic  Association's 

20th  Anniversary  Convention 

June  15-17, 1995 

at  the 

South  Jersey  Expo  Center 

in  Pennsauken,  New  Jersey 


NJ  Tpk.  Exit  4,  or  1-295  Exit  36-B  to  Rt.  73 
North  to  Haddonfield  Road/644  to  Expo 
Center.  From  Philadelphia:  1-95  to  Tacony 
Palmyra  Bridge  to  Rt.  73  South,  then  as 
above.  Call  (609)661-91 1 1  for  directions. 

FEATURING: 

15,000  Sq.  Ft.  Carpeted  Bourse, 

120+  Dealers  in  U.S.,  Foreign,  Ancient,  Paper 
Money,  Tokens  &  Medals, 

Collector  Club  Meetings 
Competitive  Exhibits  in  all  areas  of 
numismatic  collecting 

Show  Hours: 

Thursday  June  15  -  1PM-7PM 
Friday,  June  16  -  10AM-7PM 
Saturday,  June  17  -  10AM-6PM 
Auction  by  Bob  Polito  7PM  Friday 
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For  Bourse  Information,  contact  Harry  Garrison,  General  Show  Chairman 

(609)585-8104 
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Well,  it's  here!  After  months  of  planning  and  preparation,  the 
20th  Anniversary  GSNA  Convention  (and  the  19th  to  be 
held)  is  upon  us.  115  dealers  have  taken  tables  as  of  this 
bulletin  and  since  the  hall  capacity  is  1 15  tables,  I  am  happy 
to  report  that  the  show  has  sold  all  available  tables.. 

Whether  you  are  an  avid  collector  or  a  neophyte  to 
numismatics,  the  20th  Anniversary  GSNA  Convention  marks 
a  turning  point  in  the  organization's  history.  Last  year,  in  an 
attempt  to  reestablish  our  state  organization  after  a  one  year 
hiatus,  the  Board  decided  to  move  from  the  Cherry  Hill  Hyatt 
(which  had  priced  both  GSNA  and  GENA  out  of  their  facility  with  exorbitant  fees) 
to  the  Garden  State  Exhibition  Center  attached  to  the  Radisson  Hotel  in  Somerset, 
New  Jersey.  By  the  time  the  new  Board  had  been  installed,  the  only  dates  available 
were  in  early  July.  Many  dealers,  take  vacation  at  this  time  of  year  so  as  not  to  miss 
the  ANA  Convention  which  is  usually  held  at  the  end  of  July  or  early  August.  As  a 
result,  we  did  not  obtain  as  many  dealers  as  we  would  have  liked.  Still,  the  quality 
ot  material  on  the  floor  by  those  dealers  who  did  attend,  was  excellent  and  many 
vowed  to  return  to  the  GSNA  this  year  because  they  had  such  a  good  show. 

With  the  demise  of  the  large  urban  shows  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York  City, 
the  void  has  been  partially  filled  by  the  people  who  run  the  East  Coast  Expo  which 
is  now  held  twice  a  year,  in  Fall  and  in  Spring  at  the  Meadowlands  Convention 
Center  in  Secaucus,  N.J.  at  the  northern  end  of  the  state  and  across  from  New  York 
City.  The  Central  Jersey  and  Philadelphia  metropolitan  regions  were  still 
disenfranchised  and  so,  to  fill  the  void,  the  GSNA  has  decided  to  hold  its  annual 
convention  in  this  part  of  the  state  where  it  has  been  associated  for  most  of  its  20 
years 

Finding  the  new  site  for  our  convention  was  not  difficult.  Once  we  discovered 
the  South  Jersey  Expo  Center,  which  is  accessible  from  Philadelphia,  the  NJ  T'pke, 
1-295  and  the  Atlantic  City  Expressway,  picking  a  date  was  the  next  important  step. 
Even,  with  ten  months  lead  time,  this  was  not  easy.  The  Board  decided  on  June  15 
through  17,  1995,  a  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  show  instead  of  the  traditional 
Fri  thru  Sun.  time  table.  Why!  For  one  thing,  commercially  run  Sunday  coin  shows 
are  held  almost  every  Sunday  within  a  fifty  to  one  hundred  mile  radius  of  Central 
New  Jersey.  For  another,  most  dealers  leave  Saturday  night,  even  though  they  may 
have  paid  for  their  table  through  Sunday  to  return  home  to  do  their  area  Sunday 
shows.  Thirdly,  at  the  many  three  day  conventions  that  the  Board  has  attended,  there 
are  just  as  many  collectors  present  on  Friday  as  on  Saturday  and  dealers  tend  to  stay 
around  longer  on  Saturday  as  a  third  day  of  a  show  than  on  a  Sunday. 

C  vntinued  on  page  6 
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Byzantine  Coinage  of  A1  exandria 

by  Chris  Connell 


In  the  late  Roman  Empire,  Alexandria  was  the  third  largest  city  of 
the  Empire,  with  only  Rome  and  Constantinople  being  larger  cities. 
Alexandria  had  been  an  important  late  Roman  mint,  issuing  large 
issues  of  increasingly  poor  quality  tetradrachms  until  295  AD. 
Under  the  reforms  of  Diocletian,  the  mintmark  for  Alexandria  was 
ALE.  Grierson  notes  that  "by  the  end  of  the  fifth  century  it  was 
presumably  only  producing  nummi"  which  were  tiny  bronze  coins. 

This  changed  when  the  mint  was  reopened  by  Justin  I.  Justin 
displayed  unusual  sensitivity  to  Egyptian  provincial  numismatic 
history  by  initially  striking  a  denomination  unusual  to  Byzantine 
coins,  the  duodecanummium ,  worth  twelve  nummi. 

This  denomination  was  chosen,  according  to  Grierson,  because  "it 
seems  likely  that  the  unit  of  12  nummi  ...  represented  the  value 
commonly  attached  to  surviving  billon  tetra- 
drachms— they  were  really  of  poor  quality  copper 
or  potin-in  everyday  life."  Twelve  nummi  coins 
were  struck  in  Alexandria  under  all  emperors  from 
Justin  I  through  Constans  II.  They  are  denominated 
with  the  Greek  letter  1  =  10  and  B  =  2.  The  coin 
here  pictured  is  a  duodecanummium  of  emperor 
Heraclius,  S.  853,  struck  from  613-641.  They  are  very  common. 

The  central  denomination  of  12  nummi  began  the  unique 
tradition  of  Alexandria  issuing  coin  denominations  in  multiples  of 
three.  Over  the  next  one  hundred  years,  the  Byzantine  mint  at 
Alexandria  struck  coins  in  the  denominations  of  3,  6,  12,  and  33 

nummi. 


3  nummi  coins  were  possibly  issued  under 
Justin  I,  but  were  definitely  issued  under  Justinian  1 
and  Heraclius.  This  coin  is  a  3  nummi  of  Heraclius, 
Sear  865.  They  are  quite  rare. 
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6  nuntmi  pieces  were  issued  under  Justinian  I, 
Maurice  Tiberius,  and  Heraclius.  Although  of  larger 
denomination  than  the  3's,  the  6's  are  smaller,  thick 
plancheted  coins.  Pictured  is  a  6  nummi  of  Heraclius,  S.  862. 

The  final  Alexandrine  coin  of 
Byzantium  is  one  of  the  most  unusual 
denominations  ever  struck.  It  is  the  rare  33 
nummi  coin  of  Justinian  I,  struck  from  539 
to  543.  Struck  for  five  years,  the  33's  are 
almost  impossible  to  find  in  any  condition, 
and  when  found  are  usually  in  miserable 
condition.  Although  not  a  direct  multiple  of  12,  the  33  nummi 
coin  is  the  ultimate  multiple  of  3.  Pictured  is  a  33  nummi  of 
Justinian  I,  S.  246. 

I  hese  highly  unusual  Byzantine  coins  of  Alexandria  are  an 
uncommon  addition  to  any  collection  of  ancient  coins,  and  are 
even  peculiar  for  collectors  who  specialize  in  the  coinage  of  the 
Byzantine  Empire.  Only  the  3  and  33  nummi  pieces  are  difficult 
to  find,  the  6  and  12  are  relatively  easy.  It  takes  patience  to  locate 
fine  examples,  however.  Like  virtue,  patience  brings  some  very 
satisfying  rewards. 


GSNA  ELE( 


VB1 


N  RESULTS 


As  of  the  nomination  deadline,  only  the  names  of  the  current  officers  of  our 
GSNA  were  submitted  in  nomination  for  office.  There  were,  therefore,  no 
offices  contested  and  there  was  no  need  for  an  election.  Continuing  in 
office  for  the  years  1 995- 1 997  are: 

ARNO  SAFRAN  -  President 
C  HRIS  CONNELL  -  1st  Vice  President 
RAY  WILLIAMS  -  2nd  Vice  President 
RON  THOMPSON  -  Treasurer 
SPENC  ER  PECK  -  Recording  Secretary 
JIM  MAJOROS  -  Corresponding  Secretary 
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President's  Message  (continued from  page  3) 

Lastly,  for  those  paper  money  collectors  who  have  wondered  why  we 
selected  the  same  dates  for  our  convention  as  the  annual  Memphis 
Paper  Money  Show  ,  it  was  the  other  way  around.  At  the  time  the  June 
15-17  dates  were  chosen,  the  Memphis  Paper  Money  Show  had  been 
posted  for  the  preceding  week.  After  the  GSNA  had  contracted  the  hall 
and  had  presented  its  schedule  to  the  various  calendar  listings  and  the 
Press,  the  Memphis  Paper  Money  Show  decided  to  move  their  show 
dates  into  our  time  slot. 

Nothing  ever  comes  easy,  but  as  President,  I  can  assure  you,  that 
you  will  enjoy  yourself  immensely  at  the  forthcoming  convention. 
There  will  be  lots  of  dealers  with  great  coins,  tokens  &  medals  and 
paper  money  too  as  well  as  Exhibits  by  collectors  from  the  Tri  State 
area.  On  Friday  evening  at  7  p.m.  there  will  be  an  auction  by  Bob 
Polito.  On  Saturday,  there  will  be  a  Young  Numismatists'  mini 
convention  led  by  Lawrence  Gentile,  Sr.  from  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  in 
which  there  will  be  a  series  of  speakers,  exhibits  and  a  YN  -auction. 
On  this  same  day,  there  will  be  regional  meetings  of  Early  American 
Coppers,  Colonial  Collectors  Club  (C-4),  the  NJ  Exonumia  Society, 
the  Classical  Collectors'  Society  of  Delaware  Valley  and  a  special 
EDUCATIONAL  FORUM  hosted  by  Christopher  T.  Connell  at  3:30  to 
5  p.m.  with  featured  speakers,  Michael  Molnar  whose  topic  is 
"Astrological  Symbols  on  Roman  Coins";  Rounding  out  the  speakers' 
forum  will  be  William  Bischoff,  curator  of  the  Newark  Museum 
Numismatic  Collection  and  noted  numismatic  author,  Scott  Travers. 

Finally,  the  GSNA  is  introducing  a  FIRST  for  treasure  seekers. 
To  our  knowledge  this  is  the  first  time  a  regional  or  state  numismatic 
organization  will  be  sponsoring  a  numismatic  TREASURE  HUNT. 
From  a  prepared  list  of  ten  coins  which  will  be  made  available  at  the 
Registration  Desk,  three  mislabeled  key  date  coins  will  be  placed  in 
participating  dealers'  cases.  The  astute  collector  who  finds  the 
mislabeled  coin  may  purchase  the  coin  at  the  common  date  price.  In 
addition,  the  first  100  persons  attending  the  convention  on  each  da\  of 
the  show,  will  receive  an  obsolete  coin  for  free.  Can  you  afford  NOT  to 
attend  the  20th  Anniversary  GSNA  Convention?  I  don't  think  so!  See 
you  there! 

Arno  Safran,  GSNA  President 
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Coins  of  a  Young  Nation  :  the  Coins  of  1795 

by  Amo  Safran 

Two  years  ago,  it  was  possible  to  assemble  a  date  set  from  100  years  ago 
(excluding  gold)  from  GOOD  to  Choice  AU;  or  even  possibly  BU  depending  on 
one's  disposable  income.  This  year  it  may  be  feasible  to  collect  a  U.S. 
denominational  date  set  two  centuries  old.  1993  was  the  first  year  when  an 
individual  could  dream  of  collecting  such  a  set.  I  choose  the  word,  "dream,"  for, 
while  the  opportunity  may  have  been  there,  the  wallet,  alas,  was  not.  The  cent 
and  half-cent  types  from  1793,  are  simply  too  expensive  for  most  collectors  to 
own.  For  1794,  things  improve  slightly  for  the  cent  collector.  With  the  greatest 
number  of  die  varieties  ever  produced  in  a  single  year,  one  surely  could  afford  a 
decent  1794  cent  and  perhaps  even  a  half  cent.  Silver  issues  from  1794  would  be 
prohibitively  expensive. 

It  is  with  the  third  year  of  our  official  government  coinage,  1795,  that  it 
may  be  possible  to  assemble  a  five  piece  denominational  set  from  the  half-cent 
through  the  silver  dollar.  Elusive  as  the  early  U.S.  types  may  be  for  most 
collectors,  1795  dated  coins  were  struck  in  large  enough  quantities.  While  not 
cheap,  1795  coins  are  not  all  that  expensive  in  grades  as  low  as  VG-8  to 
FINE- 15,  where  they  can  still  appear  reasonably  attractive  to  the  eye  and  be  a 
pleasure  to  own. 

In  1795,  George  Washington  was  more  than  midway  through  his  second 
term  as  the  first  President  of  the  United  States.  There  is  a  harsh  lesson  to  be 
learned  for  those  who  believe  congressional  strife  and  gridlock  are  products  of 
modem  times,  or  that  our  first  President  guided  the  nation  with  relatively  few 
problems.  Even  from  the  earliest  days  as  a  Republic,  a  two  party  system  was  in 
place.  The  Federalists  were  lead  by  Alexander  Hamilton.  He  was  Washington's 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  John  Adams'  Vice  President  (although  those  two 
would  grow  to  dislike  each  other  intensely).  The  Republicans  (shortened  from 
"Democratic-  Republicans,  their  official  name)  were  represented  by  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  James  Madison,  who,  among  other  things,  favored  States'  Rights 
over  Central  Government.  Among  the  political  battles  being  fought  between  the 
two  parties  was  the  Whiskey  Rebellion-dealing  with  taxation-from  the  previous 
year.  Another  question  was  what  to  do  about  the  Barbary  Pirates  (of  "not  one 
cent  for  tribute"  fame.  Another  issue  was  the  John  Jay  Treaty,  which  the 
Federalists  favored  to  bring  closer  ties  with  the  British. 

Two  hundred  years  ago  our  coinage  program 
was  still  in  its  infancy.  Only  three  years  before, 
Congress  passed  the  Original  Mint  Act  on  April  2, 
1792.  This  law  defined  the  metric  system  upon  which 
our  coinage  would  be  based,  and  authorized 
denominations  from  XA  cent  to  $10  gold.  Only  two  of 
these  denominations  were  coined  at  the  first  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1793:  the  cent 
and  Vi  cent.  Three  silver  denominations  were  added  in  1794:  the  'A  dime,  the  Vi 
dollar,  and  the  dollar.  Copper  coinage  portrayed  the  Liberty  Cap  device  designed 

continued  on  page  1 1 
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ALPHABETICAL  DEALER  LISTING 

(as  of  May  27,  1995) 


C-5  A-l  QUALITY  COINS  &  CURRENCY 

D-7  ADRIS  CORP 

D-5  ALLEN  W.  BERMAN 

H-10&H-11  AL  ZAIRA 

D-12  AMERICAN  EXPRESS 

A- 17  AMERICAN  HERITAGE  MINTING 

A-7  ANDREW  LUSTIG 

C- 1 1  ART  OUTLET  COINS  &  COLLECTABLES 

A-5  AVENA  RARE  COINS 

F-l  B&H  COINS 

G-l  BACH'S  COIN  BOX 

E-14  BAY  COIN  &  STAMP 

D-2  &  D-3  BID-TEN  BACK  CO. 

C-2  BROKER 

E-2.  BUTTERNUT  COINS 

G-9  CHARLES  DAVIS 

H-l 7  CHARLES  KIRTLEY 

C-l  CHRIS  VICTOR-McCAWLEY 

B- 1 5  CHESAPEAKE  R.  C. 

G-5  CLAIRE'S  CORNER 

B-12  CLASSIC  COIN 

C-l  COINS  &  COLLECTABLES 

A- 12  COLLECTION’S  SHOWCASE 

D-4  COLOSSEUM  COIN  EXCHANGE,  INC. 

E-I8  CRESCENT  COINS  INC. 

A-8  &  A-9  DELAWARE  VALLEY  RARE  COIN  SALES,  INC 

A-l  1  DART  STAMP  &  COIN 

F-2  DAVE  KREAMER.  C&C 

A-l  DAVE  WILSON 

C-l 2  DOELGER'S  GALLERY  OF  COINS 

C-6  DON  FREDERICK 

E-16  DOUGLAS  BIRD 

J-l  E.E.  JOHNBRIER 

C-4  EMAR  RARE  COINS 

A- 1 0  FASANO  BROS.  RARE  COINS 

A-3  FLANIGAN  &  GARRISON 

G-7  &  G-8  FRAME-A-COIN 

B-8  GEMINI  NUMISMATICS 

D-6  HUGHES,  JOE 

A-19  IBEX  COLLECTABLES 

H-l  INGRED  O'NEILL 

B- 1 6  INTERNATIONAL  COINS 

B-10  J.E.L.  COINS 

11-12  JEROME  SCHAEPER.  JR 

B-9  JOHN  HIPPS  R.C. 

1 1-4  &  1 1-5  JOHN  WEEKS 


E-12  JC  COINS 

C-3  J.J.  VanGROVER 

A- 16  JOHN  HAMRICK  COINS 

F-4  JONATHAN  K.  KERN 

F-6  JULIAN  M.  LEIDMAN 

E-l  7  KENSTARRETT 

A-2  LBP  NUMISMATICSA-14 

LEGEND  NUMISMATICS 

B-4  MAIN  LINE  COINS 

B-l  1  MONEY  MUNDUS 

H- 1 8  MYRTLE  &  BILL  AQUILIMO 

G-6  N.G.C. 

E- 1  NEW  YORKER  STAMP  &  COIN 
A -6  NORMAN  W.  PULLEN, 

A-l 8  NUMISMANIA 

E-l 5  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 

B-13  PEGASI  NUMSIMATICS 

H-13  &  H-l 4  PIPHER.  GARY 

G-3  POLITO.  ROBERT 

A -4  PRIVATE  COLLECTOR  GROUP 

B-14  RAAB  COINS.  INC. 

A-20  RABENCO.  INC. 

E-l 3  RAHWAY  COINS 

E-l  1  RAMPAUGH  TRADING  CO.. 

B-18&B-19  RAY  KOMKA  COINS 

B-7  RENROB  COINS 

F-5  RICHARD'S  RARE  COIN 

B-l 7  RIVER  HOLLOW  COINS 

C-10  ROBERTS  COINS  &  STAMPS  CO 

A- 13  ROBERT  S.  RIEMER. 

C-9  ROCKVILLE  CENTRE  COINS 

H-2  &  H-3  ROSSA  &  TANENBAUM 

B-6  S.G.  RARE  COINS 

E-10  SARIS  NUMISMATICS 

E-3  &  E-4  SCHUCH.  JOHN 

B- 1  SCORPIO  MONETARY  DIST 

G-2  STEINMETZ  COINS  &  CURRENCY 

D-l  STEVEN  P.  DIAMOND.  INC. 

A-l  5  STONE  HOUSE  COIN  HOUSE.  INC 

B-2  &  B-3  TOM  REYNOLDS 

D-l 3  TOM  ROSE 

B-20  VICTOR  BOZAR I  H 

B-5  WEISS  COI  1  ECTABl  I  SAl  I  S 

C-8  WILLIAM  GOETZ 

G-4  WILLIAM  MURRAY 
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Th  e  Coins  of  1795  {continued  from  page  7) 

by  John  Wright  for  the  cent,  having  appeared  as  the  third  type  in  the  previous 
year.  Robert  Scot  designed  the  !4  cent,  based  upon  Wright's  design.  The  three 
silver  coins  portrayed  the  Flowing  Hair  representation  of  Liberty,  also  designed 
by  Scot,  who  was  installed  as  the  first  Chief  Engraver  at  the  Mint  in  1793. 
Wright,  a  victim  of  the  Yellow  Fever  epidemic,  had  succumbed  in  the  summer  of 
1793. 

In  1795,  gold  coinage  is  struck  for  the  first  time.  The  $5  half  eagle  and 
$10  eagle,  both  feature  Scot's  beautiful  Turban  Head  Liberty  design,  perhaps  his 
best  work.  With  only  8,707  and  5,583  struck  for  the  two  gold  denominations 
respectively,  it  is  unlikely  that  a  large  number  of  those  reading  this  will  be  in  a 
position  to  afford  one.  In  FINE- 12,  either  of  the  common  varieties  for  that  date 
are  priced  upwards  of  $5,000  and  $6,000.  The  half  eagles  dated  1795  come  with 
two  reverse  varieties:  the  small  eagle  and  the  Heraldic  Eagle.  The  latter,  while 
dated  1795,  is  believed  to  have  been  struck  in  1798,  however. 

Of  the  five  remaining 
denominations  for  this 
year,  there  are  six  coins 
to  consider.  These 
include  two  silver  dollar 
obverse  types.  In  the 
latter  portion  of  1795, 
the  Draped  Bust  design 
replaced  the  Flowing 
Hair  on  the  obverse  of 
the  dollar  coin.  The 

small  eagle  remained  on  the  reverse,  however.  Of  the  203,033  silver  dollars 
struck  in  1795,  160,295  of  them  come  with  the  Flowing  Hair  obverse.  With  only 
42,738  struck  with  the  Gilbert  Stuart  fillet  head  Draped  Bust  (used  by  Scot),  you 
would  think  that  the  lower  mintage  piece  would  be  more  expensive.  Not  so!  It 
is  actually  less:  $1,150  for  the  Draped  Bust,  $1,250  for  the  Flowing  Hair  in 
FINE-12! 

The  other  two  silver 
denominations  are  represented 
by  just  one  type.  The  Flowing 
Hair  Half-dollar  with  a  mintage 
of  almost  300,000  is  certainly 
not  scarce,  but  is  in  demand  as 
a  two-year  type  coin.  They  are 
thus  priced  accordingly.  COIN 
WORLD  Trends  lists  it  at  $450 
in  VG,  and  $850  in  FINE.  Bear  in  mind  that  most  survivors  are  VG's.  A  choice 
FINE  can  appear  attractive  and  is  a  log  scarcer.  The  Flowing  Hair  half-dime 
trends  for  $650  in  VG  and  $925  in  FINE.  VF's  are  listed  at  $1,550.  This  little 
bauble  is  going  to  be  "tough"  to  find  CHOICE,  even  if  one  has  the  money. 

continued  on  page  12 
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Th  e  Coins  of  1795  {continued  from  page  11) 

Many  have  been  harshly  cleaned,  or  come  with  unsightly  adjustment  marks, 
or  have  been  bent.  In  FINE  the  three  Flowing  Hair  silver  coins  would  run 
around  $3,000. 

Of  the  seven  die  varieties  of 
1795  Liberty  Cap  cents  listed  in 
Sheldon's  Penny  Whimsy,  there  are 
three  edge  varieties:  lettered,  plain 
and  reeded  (i.e.,  milled).  Of  these, 
only  the  plain  edge  varieties  listed  as 
S-76-B  and  S-78  are  considered 
relatively  common.  The  others  are 

much  scarcer.  Locating  even  a  common  variety  specimen  grading  VG-8  to 
FINE- 15,  and  locating  one  that  is  virtually  free  of  the  problems  associated 
with  early  U.S.  copper  coinage,  will  require  much  searching.  The  Coin 
Dealer  Newsletter  provides  a  BID  price  of  $  170  in  VG-8  and  $265  in 
FINE- 12  for  a  plain  edge  specimen.  Coin  World  Trends  prices  are  much 
higher;  listing  a  VG-8  at  $265  and  one  grading  FINE-12  for  $450.  Even  at 
those  prices,  1795  cents  may  be  underrated  in  today's  market. 

There  is  another  type  of  cent  bearing  the  1795  date.  It  is  known  as  the 
"Jefferson  Head"  because  some  have  likened  the  Bust  to  that  of  Thomas 
Jefferson.  The  type  is  attributed  to  the  work  of  one  John  Harper  and  is 
considered  a  private  pattern.  It  is  believed  that  Harper  had  the  coin  struck  to 
demonstrate  his  ability  as  an  engraver  in  the  event  that  the  U.S.  Mint  might 
be  terminated  and  replaced  by  private  enterprise.  Some  members  of 
Congress  had  argued  for  this  option,  because  they  believed  that  our 
federally-run  coinage  program  was  too  costly.  While  not  an  official  issue, 
Jefferson  Head  cents  are  nonetheless  regarded  as  great  rarities  and  are 
coveted  by  early  cent  collectors  with  the  means  to  afford  one.  According  to 
Coin  World  Trends,  one  grading  just  VG  is  listed  at  $12,500. 

There  are  three  obverse  and  four  reverse  varieties  to  the  1795  Liberty 
Cap  half-cent.  These  die  marriages  are  listed  by  the  late  Roger  Cohen.  Jr.  in 
his  book  American  Half  Cents:  the  "Little  Half  Sisters"  under  Varieties  1 
through  6b.  Of  this  grouping,  only  the  Var.  1  and  5b  are  considered  low 
rarities;  (i.e.,  R-2s).  All  the  others  are  scarce!  Like  the  large  cent  of  this  year, 
the  edges  come  plain  or  lettered,  but  the  price  differential  is  not  all  that 
much,  at  least  according  to  the  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  which  tops  out  at 
$280  in  VG  and  $475  in  Fine.  Coin  World  Trends  listings  are  considerably 
higher:  $400  and  $725  respectively.  VG's  at  $275  are  a  good  buy!! 

A  five-piece  denominational  set  averaging  VG  to  Fine,  based  upon  a 
composite  of  CDN  and  CW  Trends  prices,  would  cost  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $3,200  to  $3,500.  While  those  numerical  figures  may  be 
considered  lofty  by  some  when  it  comes  to  the  disbursements  of  one's 
hard-earned  money,  others,  noting  the  2Vi%  interest  most  banks  now  offer 
on  savings  accounts,  might  just  consider  the  acquisition  of  a  year  set  from 
1795  a  real  bargain.  After  all,  these  coins  were  made  of  "real  money"  and  not 

the  scrip"  which  passes  for  our  medium  of  exchange  today.  .  .. 
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Joe  DiMaggio,  A  Yankee  Legend 

by  Jim  Majoros 

Baseball  is  back,  gang,  and  I’ve  been  saving  this  piece  of  numismatic  reminiscence  for  your 
spring  time  pleasure!  --Ed. 

hen  the  1914-1)  Lincoln  Cent  was  minted  and  later  became  one  of  the  few  key  dates  in  the 
Lincoln  Cent  series,  I  like  to  remember  that  it  was  also  the  year  that  Joe  DiMaggio,  a  New 
York  Yankee  baseball  great,  was  born.  He  turned  80  last  November. 

Barber  dimes  and  quarters  were  approaching  their  25th  year  in  1914  (1892  -  1915),  along 
with  the  Barber  halves  (24  years  through  1915),  when  Joltin  Joe  was  bom  in  California.  He 
grew  up  in  San  Lrancisco. 

Coins  have  been  struck  at  the  San  Lrancisco  mint,  his  home  town,  since  1854,  50  years 
before  his  birth,  w  hile  all  current  proof  sets  are  now  made  at  the  Lrisco  Mint  along  w  ith  a  small 
percentage  at  the  West  Point  Mint. 

Joe  D  is  a  legend  in  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  elegant  sportsmen  of  the  century.  He 
was  voted  to  receive  a  Baseball  Player’s  highest  honor,  the  Most  Valuable  Player  (MVP  award, 
three  times  (1939.  41,  &  47).  Ihis  is  considered  most  remarkable,  because  he  missed  three 
seasons  while  he  was  in  the  military'  service  from  1943  through  1945  during  World  War  II. 

Perhaps  the  most  notable  statistic  is  that  he  hit  safely  in  56  consecutive  games  in  1941. 
That  record  is  untouched  to  this  day,  54  years  later.  The  closest  anyone  has  come  to  Joe’s 
record  is  Pete  Rose,  who  hit  safely  in  44  games  a  few  years  ago.  while  a  member  of  the 
Cincinnati  Reds. 

Ironically,  in  1941,  Joe’s  record  hitting  year,  the  San  Lrancisco  Mint  Mark  was  changed 
to  a  larger  size  and.  with  the  exception  of  the  Half  Dollar,  all  1941-S  coins  are  known  with 
either  the  small  or  large  size  mint  mark.  Just  a  coincidence? 

Joe  DiMaggio  is  one  of  my  hero's.  He  possessed  a  smooth  swing  with  a  wide  stance.  He 
play  ed  the  outfield  with  finesse.  He  alw  ays  appeared  to  be  a  gentleman,  on  and  off  the  field. 

My  memories  of  Joe  go  back  to  the  days  of  the  local  soda  fountains  and  reading  the  box 
score  of  the  previous  day's  game,  following  the  day  by  day  statistics  of  this  graceful  and 
distinguished  athlete. 

I’ll  always  remember  the  year  he  was  born  "the  1914-D  key  Lincoln  Cent."  It  was  also 
the  year  that  Walter  Hagan  won  golfs  U.S.  Open.  Jack 
Johnson  became  the  world's  heavyweight  boxing  champion, 
and  the  Boston  Braves  won  the  World  Series  over  Connie 
Mack’s  Philadelphia  Athletics. 

In  1957.  a  movie  called  THE  GRADUATE  featured 
Simon  &  Garfunkel  singing  "Where  Have  You  Gone.  Joe 
DiMaggio?"  The  refrain  is  still  imbedded  in  the  ears  of  many 
Americans.  I  like  to  think  he'll  come  back.  I  know'  he  won't, 
but  when  I  see  a  1914-D  cent.  I'll  think  of  "Joltin  Joe."  and 
hope  there  will  be  more  like  him. 

It  might  not  be  pretty,  but  here  Joe  is  seen 
hitting  the  42nd  of  his  record  56  hits  in 
consecutive  games,  an  unequaled  record 
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CLUB  MUM  S 


New  Jersey  Numismatic  Society 

welcomed  distinguished  numismatic 
researcher  and  writer  Robert  W.  Julian  to 
their  April  meeting.  The  guest  spoke  about 
Numismatic  Research.  In  May,  President 
Arno  Safran  addressed  the  Society  on  Hard 
Times  Tokens..  NJNS  meets  on  the  third 
Monday  of  each  month  in  Madison  NJ  at  the 
Public  Library  at  7:30PM 

Ocean  County  Coin  Club  elected  new 
officers  in  May.  President  is  Jim  Majoros, 
Vice  President  is  Mike  Solimene,  Recording 
Secretary  is  Bill  Smith,  Corresponding 
Secretary  is  R.K.  Burke,  and  Treasurer  is 
Roland  Jean.  OCCC  meets  on  the  1st  &  3rd 
Tuesdays  at  the  Municipal  Complex  in  Brick 
at  7:30  PM. 

Watchung  Hills  Coin  Club  has  elected  new 
officers.  Chris  Connell  is  President,  Greg 
Heim  is  V.P.,  Pete  Wacker  is  Secretary,  and 
Maryse  Bloom  is  Treasurer.  WHCC  meets 
2nd  Tuesdays  each  month  at  O'Connors  in 
Warren,  NJ  at  7:30PM. 

Trenton  Numismatic  Club  welcomed  40 
members  and  guests  to  their  annual  Banquet 
on  May  14.  Mike  Molnar  spoke  on 
Astrological  Signs  on  ancient  coins.  TNC 
meets  on  the  4th  Monday  of  each  month. 

Classical  Coin  Club  of  the  Delaware 
Valley  welcomed  Kerry  Weterstrom  of  CNG 
to  their  May  meeting,  and  will  gather  at  the 
GSNA  Convention.  3C's  is  a  club  for 
collectors  of  ancient  and  medieval  coins,  and 
meets  on  2nd  Saturdays  at  1PM  in  the 
Camden  County  Library  on  MacArthur  Blvd 
in  Westmont,  NJ. 

Roxbury  Coin  Club  President  Steve 
Middleton  is  recovering  from  Surgery  and 
has  our  best  wishes.  GSNA  President  Arno 
Safran  spoke  in  May  on  Liberty  Seated 
Coinage  RCC  meets  1st  Wednesdays  at  the 
Roxbury  Library  on  Main  St  in  Succasunna, 
NJ,  starting  at  7PM 


Currency  Club  of  Chester  County  met  for 

the  first  time  at  their  new  meeting  place  on 
March  16th.  Club  Secretary  Nelson  Aspen 
spoke  on  1  May  to  the  Currency  Club  of  New 
England's  Annual  Banquet  "Off  With  Their 
Heads  was  the  title.  .  ..  Plans  to  produce  a 
25th  Anniversary  Souvenir  Card  are 
underway.  In  June  N.  Aspen  will  speak  on 
The  Unloved  $2  Red  Seal  CCCC  meets  3rd 
Thursdays  at  the  Good  Will  Fire  House  on 
Gay  St.  in  West  Chester,  PA 

Westchester  County  Coin  Club  welcomed 
Evans  Kerrigan  speaking  on  "Admiral 
Richard  O'Kane"  and  displaying  military 
medals  in  April.  On  May  4,  the  Annual 
Dinner-Dance  was  well  attended  Donald 
Blau  was  presented  the  coveted  Weidhaas 
Numismatic  Award.  On  May  17  an  Open 
House,  Ladies  Night,  and  Exhibits 
highlighted  the  727th  meeting  WCCC  meets 
3rd  Wednesdays  at  the  American  Legion  at 
307  Mamaroneck  Rd.  in  Scarsdale,  NY  at 
8PM 

Northern  Valley  Coin  Club  hosted  their 
Dinner  in  April,  and  a  semi-annual  auction  in 
May  with  over  70  Lots.  NVCC  meets  4th 
Tuesdays  at  8  at  Demarest  Methodist 
Church  in  Demarest,  NJ. 

Bergen  County  Coin  Club  hosted  an 
Auction  in  April  and  a  41st  Anniversary  Party 
in  May.  BCCC  meets  3rd  Thursdays  at  8PM 
at  St  Matthew's  Church  in  Paramus.  NJ. 

Hacketstown  Coin  Club  provides  a 
monthly  calendar  of  many  coin  clubs  and 
shows  in  NJ  to  their  members  The  calendar 
is  prepared  by  Adam  Parnau  HCC 
presented  their  Coin  Card,  and  Collectible 
Show  on  April  30th  in  Hackettstown  Their 
Fall  Show  is  scheduled  for  October  29th 

If  YOUR  COIN  CLUB  is  not  mentioned  in 
GSNA  Club  News,  it  is  not  becauxe  your 
club  is  not  news-worthy  Simply  make 
certain  that  the  NJNJ  is  on  your  Club's 
Newsletter  mailing  list  Send  to  the  Editor. 
PO  Box  1871,  Brick,  NJ  08723  We  will 
share  what  you  send 
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How  to  Contact 
YOUR  GSNA  OFFICERS 


GSNA  President 

Amo  Safran 

P.O.  Box  605 

Lakewood,  NJ  08701 

Arno  is  the  person  to  contact  about  GSNA  activities, 
program,  and  administration,  and  with  any  issue  to 
be  brought  to  the  GSNA  Board 

GSNA  1st  Vice  President 
&  Newsletter  Editor 

Chris  Connell 

P.O  Box  1871 

Brick,  NJ  08723 

Chris  is  the  person  to  contact  with  articles  for  publication,  or  to 
publicize  your  Club  events  or  activities  in  the  GSNA 
Newsletter  If  you  need  to  know  who  to  talk  to  to  accomplish 
a  goal,  Chris  can  refer  you  if  he  cannot  help  you  himself. 

GSNA  2nd  Vice-President 

Ray  Williams 

924  Norway  Ave. 

Trenton,  NJ  08629 

Ray  is  in  charge  of  GSNA  Slide  and  Video  Programs,  the  Speakers 
Bureau,  and  GSNA  Certificates  for  Speakers  and  for  Recognition 
Awards  Contact  Ray  if  you  need  a  Club  Program,  or  are  willing  to 
speak  to  GSNA  Clubs 

GSNA  Corresponding  Secretary 

Jim  Majoros 

65-16th  Street 

Toms  River,  NJ  08753 

Jim  is  in  charge  of  GSNA  public  relations,  and  also  of  maintaining  our 
membership  rolls  Contact  him  for  Change-of-Address,  member 
renewals,  new  memberships  and  any  problems  with  hame/address/ 
phone  number,  or  for  additional  information  about  GSNA  News 
releases  Member  information,  including  our  Mailing  List,  is  NOT 
EVER  made  available  to  ANYONE 

GSNA  Recording  Secretary 

Spencer  Peck 

P.O.  Box  526 

Oldwick,  NJ.  08858 

Spencer  records  minutes  of  GSNA  Board  Meetings 
and  is  custodian  of  the  records  of  the  Association 

GSNA  Treasurer 

Ronald  Thompson 

P.O.  Box  1332 

Summit,  NJ  07901 

Ron  maintains  the  financial  records  of  the  Association, 
including  all  publicly  available  financial  information  Many 
financial  records,  of  course,  have  limited  access. 

Meetings  at  the  GSNA  Convention 


Saturday.  June  17.  1995 


Rooms  to  be  announced 


9:00  to  9:55  a.m.  Colonial  Collectors  Coin  Club  (aka  C4) 

10:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  Young  Numismatists 

10.00  to  10:55  a.m.  Early  American  Coppers  (EAC) 

1 1:00  a.m.  to  12:25  p.m.  N.J.  Exonumia  Society 
12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  G.S.N.A.  Public  Meeting 
1 :00  to  1 :55  p.m.  (still  open  as  of  May  27) 

2:00  to  2:55  p.m.  Classical  Numismatic  Society  of  the  Delaware  Val. 
3:00  to  3:45  p.m  GSNA  Educational  Forum 
5:00  p.m.  Awards  Cocktail  Hour 
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APPLICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 

New 

□  Renewal 


Print  NAME 


Home  Address 

Mailing  Address _ _ 

City _ _ _  State _ ZIP  _ 

Occupation _ _ _ 

Other  Numismatic  memberships  _ _ 

Sponsored  by 

Applicants  for  Junior  Membership,  please  include  date  of  birth 

Individual  Membership  $5  Club  Membership  $10  Junior  (under  18)  $3 

Membership  Dues  MUST  accompany  this  Application.  Mail  To: 
GSNA  o  Jim  Majoros  °  65-1 6th  Street  o  Toms  River,  NJ  08753 


No. _ 

Date _ 

For  Office  Use 
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